First Sunday
Of Advent

December 1, 2024

Jer 33:14-16

Ps 25:4-5, 8-9, 10, 14
1 Thes 3:12—4:2
Lk 21:25-28, 34-36

“To you, O Lord,
I lift my soul.”

St. Dominic’s is a Catholic
Parish Inspired by Dominican
Spirituality Igniting the Faith
for the Salvation of Souls
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Pastor’s Corner

Here we are at the beginning of another
Advent, the season of joyful anticipation
of the coming of Our Lord Jesus Christ
on Christmas. Given that Advent marks
the beginning of the liturgical year, and
the way we live as Catholics is meant to
be rooted in how we pray at the liturgy, |
like to make Advent a time for formulating my ‘new
year’s resolutions.’ | try to think more deeply about
the character flaws | want to focus on correcting and
about the matters about which | am doing somewhat
well in but nevertheless need improvement. One
aspect of the good news of our Christian faith is that
we do not need to pursue this sort of personal growth
on our own. We have access to grace through the
Holy Spirit dwelling within our souls, thanks to the
Salvation the Son became man to provide us. In
Matthew 5, Jesus tells his disciples that they are to be
perfect as their Heavenly Father is perfect. The
perfection he calls them to is not a perfection that
they can obtain by their own power alone, but rather
only with the help of Our Lord’s grace. Christian
perfection is something we have to work toward all of
our lives, and we want to get as close to it as we can
in this life before we face Judgment Day. That is one
of the reasons the early mass readings of Advent put
such an emphasis on the end times when Christ will
come again for his Final Judgement. Allowing certain
times of the year to be planned occasions for
reflection on our need for growth can help ensure we
continue to work toward that growth. If we are not
reminded periodically to check in with God on such
concerns we can end up letting many years go by
without much growth on our part. This ends up being
a waste of the precious time God has given us to
become closer to him, which is sad for us. By
comparison, if we strive continually toward growth in
character and our overall faith, we can cultivate a
deepening happiness, even as sad things happen
around us. One of my favorite benefits of being
focused on pursuing personal growth is that it makes
getting older less bothersome than it otherwise might
be. As the years mount, we may not enjoy seeing our
appearance age in the mirror and in photos, but if we
have been advancing in virtue, wisdom, and overall
holiness, we can at least appreciate that in terms of
character, we would never want to return to our
younger years. In regard to our souls, life can only
continue getting better if we allow Christ’s grace to
conform our souls to himself. And that process of
transformation would not be available without his birth
on Christmas. So, let us be joyful and anticipate the
liturgical celebration of that sublimely holy day! Happy
Advent, everyone!

Fr. Andy Opsahl, O.P. - Pastor
frandy@stdombenicia.org 707-335-4668

The Advent Stations take us on a tour of the Old
Testament. Like the traditional Lenten Stations of the
Cross, these seven Advent "stations" or "stopping
points" provide a way to ponder the mystery of how
God prepared the world to receive his Son at the
moment of the Annunciation. Each station contains
an Old Testament foreshadowing of the incarnation, a
meditation, the New Testament fulfillment in Christ,
and then a prayer.



days offer fun traditions. On the evening of December 5th, children often leave out their shoes or sto
eagerly anticipating the arrival of St. Nicholas, who leaves candy or small gifts. Then, on December 13th,
families can honor St. Lucy by having the oldest daughter (or a willing participant) serve a sweet treat to the '.g
entire family. Sharing the stories of these saints with your family is a wonderful way to learn about the ""Ol
inspiring individuals who came before us, embraced their faith and left lasting legacies. (Dynamic Catholic) %
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Prayer for First Week of Advent: December 1, 2024

. Dear Jesus, as we light the candle(s) on this Advent wreath, may the light of your presence bring joy to our
hearts. Bless our family and our friends, and be with all those who are in need this holiday season. Amen.
*light the first purple candle

Scripture Reflection: "The people who walked in
darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in
a land of deep darkness, on them has light shined."
Isaiah 9:2
*pause for reflection

' Dear Jesus, you are the hope in our messy world.
This Advent, help us slow down, listen to your voice,
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you as we prepare our hearts to celebrate
birth on Christmas. Amen.

The Ruiz Family: Shaun, Kristina, Zoe (“ "US' ciulvi)ea lf“ =
\ 5 p.m. Saturday Mass

ighting the candle for the First Sunday of Advent
Christmas are definitely very special times for our
epare for Christ's coming at Christmas, we enjoy
the parish with our Hospitality Ministry and

er roses in her honor. We pray that all families
time to pray, reflect and joyfully prepare a




Ii',"
“ .

(Celebration of
Virgen 0¢ O¢ Guaaalupe

Saturbay ‘December 7

6:00 a.m. Mananitas
1:45 p.m. Mariachi & Procession
2:00 p.m. Mass & Dinner

Dinner Ticket Information Contact:
guadalupana@stdombenicia.org

ST. DOMINI

CATHOLIC SCHODO

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS

TREE LOT
OPENS THE 1ST

SATURDAY OF DECEMBER

SAT - SUN 10AM-7PM

™
FRIDAYS 2PM-7PM e
935 EAST 5TH STREET c o
BENICIA, CA 94510 e -
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S UCHARISTIC ADORATION
FOR THE FAMILY

Friday, December 6, 2024
6:00 p.m. Adoration Holy Hour - Church
Followed by Potluck Dinner - Ministry Center

Cemetery Mass
Please join us for the First

Saturday Mass at 9:30 a.m.

December 7, 2024

, St. Dominic's Cemetery
“5th Street & Hillcrest Ave., Benicia '

December 15, 2024

\ After 9 & 11 a.m.
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Christmas Youth Choir

Join the Christmas Youth Choir

at St. Dominic's!

Advent is a time of spiritual preparation, and
for our church musicians, it's also a time to
prepare special music for the Christmas
season. This year, St. Dominic's is inviting
children ages 6 and up to join a
special Christmas Youth Choir to sing at
the 4:00 p.m. Christmas Vigil Mass!

Led by Ms. Maddie Burmann and
accompanied by our parish music director,
Luke Shalz, the choir will perform familiar
carols, learn new music selections, and
discover the joy of singing God's praise as part
of an ensemble.

Rehearsal Schedule
Weekly rehearsals will be held on Wednesdays
from 3:30—4:30 p.m. in the church, starting

December 4th and continuing through the
week before Christmas. There will also be a
final rehearsal on Christmas Eve at 3:00 p.m.,
before the 4:00 p.m. Vigil Mass.

If your child is interested in participating,
please contact Ms. Maddie Burmann
at MadelineBurmann@gmail.com
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EMHC’s Needed!

Call for Extraordinary (Lay) Ministers of Holy
Communion. If you are a fully confirmed Catholic in
good standing with the Church, have a love of our
Eucharistic Lord, and ever felt called to participate
more fully in the Sunday Mass liturgy, please consider
this important ministry.

Call or text us with any questions.

Mike and Sara Monahan emhc@stdombenicia.org
707-771-1384 (Mike) or 925-876-3190 (Sara)

Glvbal H?liday Faire

27th Annual Global Holiday Faire

December 7th, 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
at First Christian Church, Vallejo
1035 Indiana Street

FREE ADMISSION
Jewelry * Clothing * Plants
Ornaments * Nativities * Art
Purses * Scarves * Home Décor
Gift Baskets * Crafts * Baked Goods
Lunch in Person & To-Go * More!

Looking for gifts that make you feel good about
giving this season? As part of an ecumenical group
of Christian Churches, the Faire encourages
alternative gift- giving by making
available donation cards and
merchandise made by third world
artisans and non-profit social justice
organizations. Proceeds support non-
profit organizations.

Questions or to help please
visit www.globalholidayfaire.org
Www.facebook.com/GlobalHolidayFaire
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Christmas

Schedule

Christmas Eve (Vigil) Masses
Tuesday, December 24, 2024
4:00 p.m. (Church & Hall)
7:00 p.m.

9:00 p.m. - Vietnamese Mass
12:00 a.m. - Midnight Mass
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Christmas Day Masses
Wednesday, December 25, 2024
8:00 & 10:00 a.m.

12:00 p.m. Spanish/English

Nl > il
St. Dominic’s Catholic Church

475 East I St., Benicia, CA 94510
www.stdombenicia.org
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Christmas in the Last Frontier
December 17, 2024 | 7 p.m.
Rheem Theatre
350 Park St, Moraga, CA 94556

LIMITED TICKETS AVAILABLE
7 p.m. - Doors Open and Refreshments
8 p.m. - Screening Begins
8:30 p.m. - Q&A with

the Filmmakers & Dominicans
Advanced ticket purchase required. No tickets at the door.

About the Film
With beautiful cinematography, this inspiring

short film chronicles the experiences of two Do-

minican Friars as they spend 28 hours crossing
the frozen Alaskan landscape to bring Christmas

Mass to the faithful.
Please do not contact the theatre regarding tickets or event
details. This is a private event, and tickets can only be pur-
chased through this website.

https://www.sleighridefilm.com/

o\ Society of

©|ST. VINCENT DE PAUL

The Giving Tree will go up on Saturday,
November 30th! Please take an ornament and
buy the gift, wrap it and bring it back by the
deadline. Each ornament will have instructions.
These qifts will be delivered to
local families on December 21st.

Again, we will ask for your
assistance in the delivery of
Christmas to our neighbors in
need throughout Benicia. Please
watch the bulletin for details.

St. Vincent de Paul

Want more information?

St. Vincent de Paul ministry meets the

first Tuesday of the month at 7:00 p.m.

Please join us and get involved this holiday
season and beyond! To learn more about these
events, our ministry, or to get involved contact
svdp@stdombenicia.org

Please help us stock our pantry. We are in need
of mayo, tuna, peanut butter, jelly, pasta, pasta
sauce, rice, canned vegetables, canned fruit,
soups, beef stew, cereal, pancake mix, syrup,
fruit cups, etc.

If you know anyone who could use
St. Vincent de Paul's help, please have them call
707-746-1773.

Parish App Feature-of-the-Week

* Helpful parish updates
* Easily reply to requests

* Connect with our parish
throughout the week

Learn more or download our
parish app at myparishapp.com

Messages

*Available on Apple and Android Phones.




Mass Schedule
Saturday Vigil: 5:00 p.m.
Sunday: 7:30 (livestreamed), 9:00 11:00 a.m.
& 1:00 p.m. (Spanish/English)
First Sunday of month Viethamese Mass — 3:00 p.m.
Daily Mass

Monday — Friday: 6:45 a.m.

Monday — Saturday: 8:15 a.m.

Confession Times
Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday 9:00 a.m.
Saturday 3:30 p.m.

Ministries at St. Dominic’s

¢ Adoration

Euly Legro - adoration@stdombenicia.org

¢ Altar Servers

Theodore Diepenbrock - altarservers@stdombenicia.org
¢ Choirs

Luke Shalz - Ishalz@stdombenicia.org

¢ Consolation/Grief

Patti Erickson - grief@stdombenicia.org

¢ Dominican Laity

Dirk Fulton - domlaity@stdombenicia.org

¢ Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion
Mike & Sara Monahan - emhc@stdombenicia.org
¢ Gabriel Project

Maria Padrones - gabriel@stdombenicia.org

¢ Guadalupana Association

Patricia Chavez - guadalupana@stdombenicia.org
¢ Hospitality

Kristina Ruiz - hospitality@stdombenicia.org

¢ Knights of Columbus

Dan Swienton - beniciaknights@gmail.com

¢ MOM'’s Ministry - Magnificence of Motherhood
Jamaila Pasternack - mothers@stdombenicia.org
¢ Lectors Ministry

Amar Lagrimas - lectors@stdombenicia.org

¢ Lazarus Ministry

Amar Lagrimas - lazarus@stdombenicia.org

¢ Parish Pastoral Council

Kaitlin Demers - ppc@stdombenicia.org

¢ RCIA - Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
Brianne Dela Cruz—bdelacruz@stdombenicia.org
¢ St. Vincent de Paul

Michael Munn - svdp@stdombenicia.org

¢ St. Dominic’s Cemetery

Lisa Sarnicola - Isarnicola@opwest.org

¢ Ushers

Tom Sarnicola & Manny Roldan — usher@stdombenicia.org

Our ministries are open to
all parishioners.

Please contact our ministry leaders
and join one today! We can't wait to

hear from you!

Parish Office

475 East | Street, Benicia
Current Office Hours
Tuesday - Friday: 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
707.747.7220
Religious Education Office Hours
Tuesday & Thursday 1:00 to 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.

Parish Staff

Fr. Andy Opsahl, O.P.
frandy@stdombenicia.org
Fr. Gregory Liu, O.P.
gliu@stdombenicia.org
Mike Scafani
mscafani@stdombenicia.org
Teresa Stone
tstone@stdombenicia.org

Pastor
Parochial Vicar
Deacon

Business Manager

Luke Shalz Music Director
Ishalz@stdombenicia.org
Lori Telepak Communications

ltelepak@stdombenicia.org
Brianne Dela Cruz
bdelacruz@stdombenicia,org
Debi Thurin
dthurin@stdombenicia.org
Delores Rodriguez
drodriguez@stdombenicia,org
Justin Reyes
jreyes@stdombenicia.org
Scott Schilz
sschilz@stdombenicia.org
Fr. David Farrugia, O.P.

Fr. Vincent Serpa, O.P.

Dir. of Religious Ed.
Children’s Sacraments
RE Admin. Assistant

Liturgy Coordinator
Weddings & Quince’s

Maintenance
In Residence / Retired
In Residence / Retired

St. Dominic School
935 East 5th Street, Benicia
www.sdschoolbenicia.org 707.745.1266

Penelope Ogden (K-8th grade) Principal
pogden@sdschoolbenicia.org
Tanya Sanchez (Pre-K/TK)
tsanchez@sdschoolbenicia.org

Preschool Director

PARISH FINANCIAL REPORT
07/1/24-10/31/24

YTD YTD +/-
Actual Budget Budget
Sunday Offertory
Online donations $ 141,288

Sunday/Mail-in donations $ 192,437
$ 333,725 ¢ $ 336,000 $ (2,275)

Second Collections:
Building Improvement $ 14,859 $ 13,333 $ 1,526
Faith Formation $ 3,997 $ 3,567 $ 430

Total Operating Income  $ 433,902
Operating Expenses $ 477.891

$ (43,990)

$ 414,043 $ 19,858

$ 444281 $ 33,610
$ (30,238) $ (13,752)

Net Income/Loss
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Please support the following businesses owned by members of our parish community.
Their contributions each week underwrite our Parish Bulletin. Thank you!

A & S Chem Dry, Anthony & Shelly Trevino
Serving St. Dominic’s Parish for over 25 years!
(707) 748-7726

A & S Chem Dry - Drier. Cleaner. Healthier.
Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
(707) 748-7726 Tile & Stone Clean & Seal

Accident Attorney
Mark Basil Pappas, Esq.
(707) 567-8206 mbpappaslaw@comcast.net

Al Caruso Insurance - No Medical Required
Life Insurance - Guaranteed Issue age 50-85
(510) 207-4640 Lic#0191914

All Souls Cemetery & Funeral Center FD2286
Funeral, Mortuary, Cremation & Burial.
(707)-644-5209 cfcsSacramento.org

Amso Healthy Chiropractic
310 Military West
(707) 752-2990

ATS Tax & Financial Solutions Tax
Angels to your rescue! Returns/ QB
(707) 745-1040

Crane Station, Inc.
Rex Sevilla—Crane and Electrical Services
(707)333-6287

Caregiver - Trained - Seeking New Clients
You or someone you know need assistance?
(707) 330-2941 Contact Gigi

Hamann Real Estate, 513 First Street
Tim and Jeannie Hamann/Broker-Owners
(707) 246-6567 DRE01348061

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS
FOR DECEMBER

Tim & Jeannie Hamann Foundation
fightcancer@hamannfoundation.org
Tax |ID#47-2189766 hamannfoundation.org

Richard Joyce, O.D. Optometrist
Exams, Glasses, Contacts
(707) 745-6266, 874 Southampton Rd.

Kindred Spirits Pet/House Sitting
Dorothy Doscher
(707) 334-3776

Law Offices of Barnum & Avila
Employment Law
(707) 745-3747, www.rmblaw.com

Law Offices of Thomas R. Healy
Wills/Trusts/Estate Planning/General Practice
(707) 553-7360

Minuteman Press
Copy, Print, Posters & Banners
(707) 647- 1000, 812 Tennessee St,Vallejo

Mr. Lawn Landscape Service
Landscaping, Maintenance & Installation
(707) 747-5273

Napoli Pizza and Pasta
Chris & Lisa Guerrera- Owners
(707) 746-8906, www.napolibenicia.com

Olson Realty, Inc.
Kathleen Mclnerney Olson/Broker
(707) 745-3602

Passalacqua Funeral Chapel
John Passalacqua/Greg Silva/Joe Talken
(707) 745-3130

DEC 08: Immaculate Conception
DEC 08: SDS Tuition Assistance
DEC 08: Retired Religious Fund

Parish Office Hours Tuesday - Friday 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Reyes Electric Co. & Design LIC#32877
Residential/ Commercial
(707) 747-6818

Sarita's Garden Consulting
www.saritasdrygardenconsulting.com
(707) 347-9411 First step in gardening!

Shutters and More
Bill Simpson, Parishioner
(707) 746-8187

St. Dominic’s Cemetery
Lisa Sarnicola, Sales Manager
(707) 751-0527

Teresa Stone - Notary Services
tstone@stdombenicia.org
(707) 330-0773

Tuolumne Street Auto Repair
John McLaughlin, Parishioner
(707) 648-3434

Up2Code Plumbing
Owner Mike Pitta - 24 hour service
(707) 751-1714

Warring & Assoc. Realtors
Bill/Diane Brokers/Owners, 829 First St.
(707) 746-6990

Tim Wright - Carpentry Work
30 years Exp - References Available
(707) 319-5357

DEC 15: Building Improvement
DEC 25: Christmas
JAN 01: Solemnity of Mary

Bulletin & E-mail Submissions, Advertising, Ministries, Scheduling, or Promotion please send to: Itelepak@stdombenicia.org
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