
  

 

 
 

Altar Flowers Offered for  
the Birthday of Rob Lustan 

 

Mass Intentions 
 

Sat 02/22 5:00 p.m.   (R) Timmy D. Cullen 
Sun 02/23 7:30 a.m.   (R) Aurea Belen Paras 
  9:00 a.m.   (R) Luis Alberto Mendez 
  11:00 a.m. (R) Celedonio Hernandez 
  1:00 p.m.   (T) People of the Parish 
Mon  02/24    6:45 a.m.   (R) Jose & Leovigilda Callao 
  8:15 a.m.   (R) Callixto & Visitacion Ereno 
Tues  02/25    6:45 a.m.   (R) Joan Bade        
  8:15 a.m.   (R) Kathy Keemoon Lee 
Wed  02/26 6:45 a.m.   (R) Hideliza Faraon 
  8:15 a.m.   (R) Celedonio Hernandez 
Thurs  02/27 6:45 a.m.   (R) Timmy Cullen 
  8:15 a.m.   (B) Diane Dawes 
Fri 02/28 6:45 a.m.   (B) Rob Lustan 
  8:15 a.m.   (R) Margarita & Ricardo Pagao 
Sat 03/01 8:15 a.m.   (P) The Holy Father, Pope Francis  
  5:00 p.m.   (B) Joseph Bettencourt 
Sun 03/02 7:30 a.m.   (R) Sheila Elliot 
  9:00 a.m.   (R) Alex Espinosa 
  11:00 a.m. (R) Departed Sarte Family Members  
  1:00 p.m.   (T) People of the Parish 

  Legend:   
(R) Repose of the Soul (H) Health (P) Prayerful Intention 

(A) Anniversary  (B) Birthday (T) Thanksgiving 
 

St. Dominic’s is a Catholic 
Parish Inspired by Dominican 
Spirituality Igniting the Faith 

for the Salvation of Souls 

475 East I Street, Benicia, CA, 94510  
707.747.7220   www.stdombenicia.org  

@stdombenicia #stdominicsbenicia #stdombenicia 

Seventh Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

 

February 23, 2025 
 

1 Samuel 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23  
Psalm 103:1-2, 3-4, 8, 10, 12-13  

1 Corinthians 15:45-49  
Luke 6:27-38  

 

“The Lord is kind and 
merciful.” 

Please pray for the recovery of the sick 
listed in our Book of Intentions  

and the following:  
 

Marty Garrett, Fred Ayala, Gary Jurien, Grace 
Engels, Rachel McDonald, Jackie Klare, 

Evangeline Chua, Neil Black, Maria Kim, Dennis 
Kolkebeck, Adrienne Varin, Sandra K. Andrakin, 
Hau Thi Vu Nguyen, Pauline Soop, Rose Marie 

Watterson, Elaine Paschal, Maria Bongco, Ramon 
Dela Cruz, Carol Marsh, Francisco Gan, Dino Tan, 

Donna Wade, Michael Raymundo Co, Christian 
Salcedo, Marsha Morse, Sean Salvatin, Rolando 

Cortez, Paul Cruel, Meredith Morrow, Laura 
Starkey, Maria de Fatima Pereira, Eileen Hayes, 

Barbara Donley, Cecilia Tan, Sherry Thomas, 
Barbara Helms, Colin Larkin, Jerry Schilz, Alma 
Johnson, Lisa Santini, Liz Thurin, Rosie & Don 
Klatt, Aurora Basilio, Leonor Cruel, Mark Nees, 
Albert Tan Co, Ron Pearman, Patricia Weber, 

Bernice Cure 
 

Please remember the following recently 
deceased (and their families) in your prayers: 

 

Paul Dacey, Raffaele G. Ruberto, Robert Morgan, 
Jr., Patricia Butler, Pam Shook, Dr. Joseph “Tony” 

Matan, Troy Carl, Joan Bade, Shiela Elliott, 
Irmengard Carr, Paul Draper, Stanley Mellor, Peter 

Boss, Carol Keating, Gladyne Mitchell, Brett 
Watson, Peter Szabo, Carol Burch 
Robert (Bob) Haight, Barbara Peck 

“Lord, give them Your blessing and 
teach me to love them. Let us think of 

one enemy and pray for them. May 
the Lord give us the grace to  

love them.” 

 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1samuel/26?2
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/103?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1corinthians/15?45
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/6?27
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Upcoming Events 
 

 
SVdP Hawaii Trip Drawing Ticket Sales 

February 22/23 - This Weekend! 
After All Masses - Front of Church 

 
Women’s Bible Study  

Mondays 
Formed.org Lectio: Mark 

6:30 p.m. - Ministry Center/Siena Rom 
 

St. Patrick’s/Anniversary Dinner Meeting  
Mondays, February 24 & March 3 

6:30 p.m. - Parish Office 
 

Men’s Bible Study  
Fridays 

5:30 p.m. - Ministry Center/Siena Rom 
 

Rite of Burning Palms 
Saturday, March 1 

6:00 p.m. After the Vigil Mass 
Courtyard 

 
Grief Series 

Saturdays, March 1 - April 5 
11:00 a.m. - Aquinas Room 

 
Ash Wednesday 

Wednesday, March 5 
Masses: 6:45, 8:15 a.m. 

4:00 & 6:00 p.m. 
 

Stations & Soup Suppers 
Fridays, March 7 - April 11 
6:00 p.m. Stations - Church 

Followed by Soup Supper - Parish Hall 
 

St. Patrick’s/Anniversary Dinner 
Saturday, March 15 

6:00 p.m. - Benicia Clocktower 
 

St. Joseph’s Table Dinner  
Wednesday, March 18 

5:30 p.m. - Prayer Service  
Followed by FREE Dinner - Parish Hall 

 

Pastor’s Corner 
This past week, we had a daily mass 

reading from the Gospel of Mark 

Chapter 8 in which Jesus heals a 

blind man in the village of Bethsaida 

in two stages. After guiding the man 

outside of the village, Jesus puts his 

own spittle in the man’s eyes then 

lays hands on the man. First, as a 

side-note, the spittle in the man’s 

eyes can seem rather strange, however, perhaps less 

odd when we consider that saliva was seen to have 

medicinal properties in the ancient world. Following 

Jesus’ initial intervention, the blind man reports 

receiving partial vision. “Looking up the man replied, ‘I 

see people looking like trees and walking.’” Then, 

after Jesus lays hands on him a second time, the 

man is able to see clearly. We might wonder what 

was the point of the two-stage healing? One way to 

interpret it is to point out that we receive the vision of 

faith, it is an imperfect vision. As Saint Paul reminds 

us in 1 Corinthians 13 when discussing what it will be 

to know the God perfectly, “At present we see 

indistinctly, as in a mirror, but then face to face. At 

present I know partially; then I shall know fully, as I 

am fully known.” For us as Christians in this world, 

this is a time of pilgrimage in which we come to know 

and love the Lord with clearer and clearer vision. As 

we strive to worship God and live out that worship 

through acts of charity toward our neighbors, our 

vision can improve. And the process of growth can 

develop our ability to see promising ways forward 

during challenging times. I told our school kids that 

cultivating that growth required actual exercise of our 

souls through those acts of charity – not just as an 

abstract notion but in practice. I compared this 

dynamic to the kids’ sports. If a kid does not practice 

basketball, when gameday arrives and he has the 

ball and is facing a bunch of defenders on the 

opposing team, those defenders can end up seeming 

like a thicket of trees the player is unable to bypass. 

The more that player practices, however, the clearer 

his vision will become in such moments in regard to 

finding possible routes to dribble the ball past those 

defenders in order to score another point for his or 

her team. The next time we find ourselves struggling 

to show charity, let’s try to think of ourselves as 

spiritual athletes developing greater ability to zoom 

past our adversary and slam dunk another basket 

over his head!       

 
Fr. Andy Opsahl, O.P. - Pastor 
frandy@stdombenicia.org 707-335-4668 
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Prayer for the Health of His 
Holiness Pope Francis  

We come 
before You in 
prayer, lifting 
up Your 
servant, Pope 
Francis, in his 
time of need. 
You are the 
source of all 
healing, and 
we ask You to 
surround him 
with Your 
loving presence, granting him strength and 
recovery. May Your divine grace rest upon him, 
restoring his health and filling him with renewed 
vigor to continue leading Your Church with 
compassion and wisdom. “But I will restore you 
to health and heal your wounds, declares the 
Lord.” (Jeremiah 30:17) 
We place Pope Francis into Your hands, trusting 
in Your eternal care. May he be comforted by 
the love of the Church and the prayers of all the 
faithful. We ask, through the intercession of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, that his recovery be swift, 
and his spirit be strengthened in Your peace. 
May Your will be done in his life, O Lord, and 
may Your healing power be with him always. We 
offer this prayer in the name of Your Son, Jesus 
Christ, who lives and reigns with You in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. (Caritas Jerusalem) 



4 

 



5 

 



6 

 

gabriel@stdombenicia.org 

Pregnant? Worried and confused? 
We’re here to help you. 

The Gabriel Project® offers hope 
and assistance to any woman 

experiencing a crisis pregnancy. 
We respect all life and see the 
birth of each child as a fresh 

expression of the unfailing love of 
God. Our concern is not only for 

the unborn child, but also for each 
and every mother in need. 

Vallejo/Benicia/American Canyon CA – Beginning 
March 5th  thru April 13, 2025, the highly successful 
40 Days for Life campaign returns to Vallejo with 40 
days of prayer and fasting, peaceful vigil and 
community outreach. St. Dominic’s Parish will be 
responsible for filling the hours of 6am to 6pm 
beginning on the first Wednesday of the vigil March 
5th. Please consider giving 1 hour per week praying 
in the public right of way in front of Planned 
Parenthood located at 303 Sacramento St. Vallejo, 
CA. You can sign up online at https://
www.40daysforlife.com/en/vallejo. You can set up 
your own login credentials and sign up for any hour of 
any day during the vigil. Please contact me if you 
have any questions.  

We know 40 Days for Life has made a difference in 
Vallejo/Benicia & American Canyon. Our volunteers 
have made extraordinary sacrifices to expose the 
abortion industry and to protect children and their 
mothers from abortion.” Here are just a few of the 
positive results of the previous Vallejo campaign(s). 
 

 Nine lives save from abortion that we know of  

 Five Catholic Churches are working together 

 Approximately 50 volunteers dedicated 
themselves as prayer warriors & few of them pray 
at the clinic every Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 
all year round, rain or shine.   

 
40 Days for Life is a peaceful, highly-focused, non-
denominational initiative that focuses on 40 days of 
prayer and fasting, peaceful vigil at abortion facilities, 
and grassroots educational outreach. The 40-day time 
frame is drawn from examples throughout Biblical 
history. All prayer vigil participants are requested to 
pray for peace, pledging to conduct themselves in a 
Christ-like manner at all times. 
CONTACT: Tony Hensley 707-246-9076 

E-mail: tonyh@ctpub.com 

Annual Catholic Appeal helps 
us bring Christ's  saving 

mercy to our brothers and 
sisters  

 
25% comes back to our parish 

for our own outreach to those in need. On the 
weekend of March 1-2 we will have the opportunity to 
offer ourselves as missionaries of hope to those who 
suffer emotional, physical and spiritual poverty. Each 

of our gifts, no matter the amount, makes a 
meaningful difference in someone’s life. Catholic 

Charities can respond to the greatest needs in our 
communities. Seminarians receive support as they 
prepare to serve our local parishes. 
Catholic schools in economically-

challenged neighborhoods can provide 
tuition assistance. And our SVdP & 
school ministry receives support for 

another year. Prayerfully consider what 
you can give this year.  

https://www.40daysforlife.com/en/vallejo
https://www.40daysforlife.com/en/vallejo
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Parish Office 
475 East I Street, Benicia 

Current Office Hours 
Tuesday - Friday: 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

707.747.7220 
Religious Education Office Hours 

Tuesday & Thursday 1:00 to 5:00 p.m.  
Wednesday 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. 

Parish Staff 
 

Fr. Andy Opsahl, O.P.                  Pastor   
frandy@stdombenicia.org 
Fr. Gregory Liu, O.P.      Parochial Vicar 
gliu@stdombenicia.org 
Mike Scafani       Deacon 
mscafani@stdombenicia.org 
Teresa Stone      Business Manager 
tstone@stdombenicia.org 
Luke Shalz      Music Director 
lshalz@stdombenicia.org 
Lori Telepak                  Communications      
ltelepak@stdombenicia.org     
Brianne Dela Cruz                        Dir. of Religious Ed. 
bdelacruz@stdombenicia,org 
Debi Thurin                  Children’s Sacraments       
dthurin@stdombenicia.org 
Delores Rodriguez     RE Admin. Assistant 
drodriguez@stdombenicia,org 
Justin Reyes      Liturgy Coordinator 
jreyes@stdombenicia.org     Weddings & Quince’s 
Scott Schilz      
sschilz@stdombenicia.org             Maintenance 
Fr. David Farrugia, O.P.     In Residence / Retired 
Fr. Vincent Serpa, O.P.     In Residence / Retired 

 
St. Dominic School 

935 East 5th Street, Benicia 
www.sdschoolbenicia.org  707.745.1266  

 
 

Penelope Ogden (K-8th grade)     Principal  
pogden@sdschoolbenicia.org   
Tanya Sanchez (Pre-K/TK)     Preschool Director       
tsanchez@sdschoolbenicia.org    

Mass Schedule  
Saturday Vigil: 5:00 p.m.  

Sunday: 7:30 (livestreamed), 9:00 11:00 a.m.  
& 1:00 p.m. (Spanish/English)  

First Sunday of month Vietnamese Mass – 3:00 p.m. 
Daily Mass 

Monday – Friday: 6:45 a.m.  
Monday – Saturday: 8:15 a.m. 

Ministries at St. Dominic’s 
 Adoration  
Euly Legro - adoration@stdombenicia.org 

 Altar Servers  
Theodore Diepenbrock - altarservers@stdombenicia.org 

 Choirs 
Luke Shalz - lshalz@stdombenicia.org 

 Consolation/Grief  
Patti Erickson - grief@stdombenicia.org  

 Dominican Laity   
Dirk Fulton - domlaity@stdombenicia.org 

 Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 
Mike & Sara Monahan - emhc@stdombenicia.org 

 Gabriel Project  
Maria Padrones - gabriel@stdombenicia.org  

 Guadalupana Association  
Patricia Chavez  - guadalupana@stdombenicia.org 

 Hospitality  
Kristina Ruiz - hospitality@stdombenicia.org 

 Knights of Columbus  
Dan Swienton - beniciaknights@gmail.com 

 MOM’s Ministry - Magnificence of Motherhood 
Jamaila Pasternack - mothers@stdombenicia.org 

 Lectors Ministry 
Amar Lagrimas - lectors@stdombenicia.org 

 Lazarus Ministry 
Amar Lagrimas - lazarus@stdombenicia.org 

 Parish Pastoral Council  
Kaitlin Demers - ppc@stdombenicia.org 

 RCIA - Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Brianne Dela Cruz—bdelacruz@stdombenicia.org 

 St. Vincent de Paul  
Michael Munn - svdp@stdombenicia.org 

 St. Dominic’s Cemetery  
Lisa Sarnicola - lsarnicola@opwest.org 

 Ushers  
Tom Sarnicola & Manny Roldan – usher@stdombenicia.org 
 

Our ministries are open to  
all parishioners. 

Please contact our ministry leaders 
and join one today! We can't wait to 

hear from you! 

Confession Times 
Tuesday 6:30 p.m. 

Wednesday 9:00 a.m. 
Saturday 3:30 p.m. 

mailto:adoration@stdombenicia.org
mailto:adoration@stdombenicia.org
mailto:grief@stdombenicia.org
mailto:domlaity@stdombenicia.org
mailto:emhc@stdombenicia.org
mailto:gabriel@stdombenicia.org
mailto:guadalupana@stdombenicia.org
mailto:hospitality@stdombenicia.org
mailto:beniciaknights@gmail.com
mailto:lazarus@stdombenicia.org
mailto:lazarus@stdombenicia.org
mailto:lazarus@stdombenicia.org
mailto:svdp@stdombenicia.org
mailto:lsarnicola@opwest.org
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A & S Chem Dry, Anthony & Shelly Trevino 
Serving St. Dominic’s Parish for over 25 years! 

(707) 748-7726 

Richard Joyce, O.D. Optometrist   
Exams, Glasses, Contacts   
(707) 745-6266, 874 Southampton Rd.    

Passalacqua Funeral Chapel  
John Passalacqua/Greg Silva/Joe Talken 
(707) 745-3130 

A & S Chem Dry - Drier. Cleaner. Healthier. 
Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning 
(707) 748-7726 Tile & Stone Clean & Seal 

Kindred Spirits Pet/House Sitting 
Dorothy Doscher 
(707) 334-3776 

Reyes Electric Co. & Design  LIC#32877  
Residential/ Commercial 
(707) 747-6818 

All Souls Cemetery & Funeral Center FD2286 
Funeral, Mortuary, Cremation & Burial. 
(707)-644-5209 cfcsSacramento.org 

Law Offices of Barnum & Avila 
Employment Law 
(707) 745-3747,  www.rmblaw.com 

Sarita's Garden Consulting 
www.saritasdrygardenconsulting.com  
(707) 347-9411 First step in gardening! 

Amso Healthy Chiropractic 
310 Military West 
(707) 752-2990 

Law Offices of Thomas R. Healy   
Wills/Trusts/Estate Planning/General Practice 
(707) 553-7360  

Shutters and More                 
Bill Simpson, Parishioner 
(707) 746-8187 

ATS Tax & Financial Solutions Tax  
Angels to your rescue!  Returns/ QB 
(707) 745-1040 

Minuteman Press 
Copy, Print, Posters & Banners 
(707) 647- 1000, 812 Tennessee St,Vallejo 

St. Dominic’s Cemetery  
Lisa Sarnicola, Sales Manager 
(707) 751-0527 

Crane Station, Inc.                     
Rex Sevilla–Crane and Electrical Services 
 (707)333-6287  

Mr. Lawn Landscape Service          
Landscaping, Maintenance & Installation 
(707) 747-5273 

Teresa Stone - Notary Services 
tstone@stdombenicia.org 
(707) 330-0773 

Hamann Real Estate, 513 First Street 
Tim and Jeannie Hamann/Broker-Owners 
(707) 246-6567 DRE01348061  

Napoli Pizza and Pasta 
Chris & Lisa Guerrera- Owners  
(707) 746-8906, www.napolibenicia.com 

Tuolumne Street Auto Repair 

John McLaughlin, Parishioner  
(707) 648-3434 

Tim & Jeannie Hamann Foundation 
fightcancer@hamannfoundation.org 
Tax ID#47-2189766 hamannfoundation.org 

North Point Pest Solutions Inc. 
Pest Control Services 
BENICIA (707) 621-0003 

Up2Code Plumbing              
Owner Mike Pitta - 24 hour service 
(707) 751-1714 

 
Olson Realty, Inc.              
Kathleen McInerney Olson/Broker 
(707) 745-3602 

Warring & Assoc. Realtors   
Bill/Diane Brokers/Owners, 829 First St.   
(707) 746-6990 

   

   

   

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS  
FOR FEBRUARY 2025 

 
FEB 02:  Building Improvement 
FEB 09: SDS Tuition Assistance 
FEB 16:  Building Improvement 
FEB 23: Faith Formation 
 

 
 

Parish Office Hours  Tuesday - Friday 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

 

Please support the following businesses owned by members of our parish community. 
 Their contributions each week underwrite our Parish Bulletin.  Thank you!  

Bulletin & E-mail Submissions, Advertising, Ministries, Scheduling, or Promotion please send to: ltelepak@stdombenicia.org 

http://www.saritasdrygardenconsulting.com/
tel:707-746-8906
http://hamannfoundation.org/
tel:+17077511714

